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Foreword by the Chairman of Solway Heritage 
 
As ever, the Company carried out an excellent range of projects, only a few of which can make it 
into the Annual Report.  In fact, Solway Heritage directly worked on some 30-40 projects during the 
year and provided support to many more.   Much of the work remains in an area where income 
does not always cover the work carried out and it is gratifying to see the Company achieve so 
much under adverse conditions.   In 2006-07, the Company made a loss but good financial 
performances over the previous two years will enable us to carry the loss and it is reassuring to 
note that the early signs for 2007-08 are very positive. 
 
Changes within both Scottish Enterprise Dumfries and Galloway and Scottish Natural Heritage 
have meant the loss of their representatives on our Board.  The SNH representative, Gordon 
Mann, will be particularly missed.  Gordon has been a long-standing Board member but has been 
asked to focus on the development of the Scottish Coastal Forum as Chair.   At the same time, the 
Board has been strengthened with the appointment of Lady Hilary Weir OBE as a Director.  
Hilary’s Architectural Heritage Foundation experience will be particularly welcome as the Board 
had specifically sought a candidate with experience of the built heritage.   
 
Each year, I gratefully acknowledge the contribution made by the Core Funders; Dumfries and 
Galloway Council, Scottish Natural Heritage and Scottish Enterprise Dumfries and Galloway.  This 
year is no exception, except that we must make this a final thank you to Scottish Enterprise 
Dumfries and Galloway, who bowed out on completion of the Service Level Agreement on 31st 
March 2007.   
 
With regard to staffing, the Company has been pleased to welcome Michael Leybourne back.   
Previously, Michael spent several years as the Architect for Solway Heritage and is now working 
for us again on the Annan Townscape Heritage Initiative.  For a short period, the Company 
employed Jamie Dent to provide support to Community Councils under the Community Benefit 
from Windfarm Developments scheme.  The Scheme promises much for the region and funding for 
a further post is being sought. 
 
Rebecca Johnson, who worked in the Dumfries and Galloway Environmental Resources Centre, 
managed by Solway Heritage, moved on but I am pleased that her new post at the RSPB keeps 
her within the region.  This created the opportunity to employ Lisa Gibson as Neighbourhood 
Nature Watch Project Officer.  Lisa had prior experience as a volunteer with the Centre and the 
Board thanks all those who contributed in this way during the year, especially, Bruce Robertson, 
Lesley Byres, Catriona Grange, Douglas Brown, Frances Surphlis, Kenneth Grubb, Ross Muir and 
Michael Livingston. 
 

 
 
Colin M Mitchell 
Chairman of Solway Heritage  
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Solway Heritage’s main funders are: 



The Company   

Dumfries and Galloway Regional Council 
constituted the Company in 1988.  Solway 
Heritage is a Company limited by Guarantee; is 
a Registered Charity; and is a registered 
Environmental Body under the Landfill Tax 
Regulations.   
 

Solway Heritage works in partnership to deliver 
its objectives, securing funds from a wide range 
of sources.  This enables the Charity to operate 
efficiently in assisting a large number of projects 
and community groups.   
 

Members of the Board of Directors of Solway 
Heritage represent many historical and 
environmental interests in the Region.  The 
Board of Directors met five times during the 
year, including a field trip to visit Solway 
Heritage projects, as well as holding the AGM in 
September 2006. 

The Charity has four principal objectives 
embodied in its Articles of Association: 
 

“to secure the sustainable use, 
management, and enjoyment of the natural 
and man-made heritage, in particular the 
heritage of Dumfries and Galloway 
 

to conserve and enhance buildings or 
artefacts of architectural or historical 
interest, particularly in Dumfries and 
Galloway 
 

to conserve and enhance landscape and 
wildlife resources, particularly in Dumfries 
and Galloway 
 

to interpret and encourage informed public 
access to the built, natural and cultural 
heritage, particularly of Dumfries and 
Galloway”  

 
Independent Auditors’ report to the members 
of Solway Heritage 
Year ended 31st March 2007  

 
 
 
 

 
The financial information reported here has been 
extracted from the report provided by the Auditors 
and approved by the Board of Directors of Solway 
Heritage for the financial year 2006-07.  
 
A full set of Accounts is available, on request, 
from the Company’s Registered Office (Campbell 
House, The Crichton, Bankend Road, Dumfries, 
DG1 4ZB).   
 
The Independent Auditors for Solway Heritage 
are: 
 
ARMSTRONG WATSON 
Chartered Accountants  
and Registered Auditors 
Fairview House 
Victoria Place 
CARLISLE 
CA1 1HP 
 
 
 

 
Investors in People 
 
 

Solway Heritage was delighted to retain 
its status as an ‘Investor in People’, 
following it’s third successful review in 
June 2006. 
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Statement of Financial Activities - 31st March 2007   

 Unrestricted  
Funds £  

Restricted  
Funds £  

Total Funds 
2007 £ 

Total Funds 
2006 £ 

INCOMING RESOURCES     
Resources from generating 

funds:     
Activities for generating funds 140,117 - 140,117 134,383 

Investment income 15,261 25,140 40,401 43,172 
Incoming resources from 

charitable activities 
 

94,076 
 

634,930 
 

729,006 
 

604,555 

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES 
 

249,454 
 

 660,070 
  

909,524 
 

782,210 
     

RESOURCES EXPENDED     
Costs of generating funds:     

Trading costs (11,822)           - (11,822)       10,035 
Charitable activities (266,835) (832,028) (1,098,863)   1,010,096 

Governance costs (4,724)              (4,724)          5,476 

TOTAL RESOURCES 
EXPENDED (283,381) (832,028) (1,115,409) 1,025,607 

     

NET OUTGOING RESOURCES 
BEFORE TRANSFERS 

 
(33,927) 

 
(171,958) 

 
(205,885) 

 
(243,397) 

 
Unrestricted  

Funds £  
Restricted  

Funds £  
Total Funds 

2007 £ 
Total Funds 

2006 £ 
     

Transfer between funds (2,352)     2,352 _______- ____  __- 
     

NET OUTGOING RESOURCES 
BEFORE OTHER RECOGNISED 

GAINS AND LOSSES:  
 

(36,279) 
 

(169,606) 
 

(205,885) 
 

(243,397) 
OTHER RECOGNISED GAINS AND 

LOSSES     
Actuarial gains in respect of 

defined benefit pens’n schemes 
 

       79,000 
 

             - 
 

     79,000 
 

     15,000 
NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS  ___73,256 (200,141) _(126,885) (228,397) 

     

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS     
Total funds brought forward  (116,071) 1,002,269   886,198 1,281,595 

Prior year adjustment              _-            _-              -   (167,000) 
Total funds brought forward 

restated 
 

_(116,071) 
 

1,002,269 
 

    886,198 
 

1,114,595 
     

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED 
FORWARD 

 
(73,350) 

 
832,663 

 
  759,313 

 
886,198 
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Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2007  

 

 £ 2007  £ 2006  £ £ 
FIXED ASSETS     
Tangible assets  21,408  23,964 

CURRENT ASSETS     
Debtors        86,940  167,466  

Cash at bank      807,145  1,052,481  
      894,105  1,219,947  

CREDITORS: amounts falling due 
within one year 

 
    (87,200) 

  
  (201,713) 

 

     

NET CURRENT ASSETS     806,905  1,018,234 
TOTAL LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES  828,313  1,042,198 

NET EXCL PENSION LIABILITY     828,313  1,042,198 
PENSION SCHEME LIABILITY      (69,000)   (156,000) 

NET ASSETS INCL. PENSION LIABILITY    
 759,313 

  
  886,198 

     

FUNDS     
Restricted income funds    832,663  1,002,269 

Unrestricted, excl. pension      (4,350)         39,929  
Pension reserve     (69,000)  (156,000)  

TOTAL UNRESTRICTED INCOME 
FUNDS 

     
   (73,350) 

 
 

 
(116,071) 

TOTAL FUNDS      759,313    886,198 
  
The above financial statements were approved by the Board of Directors on  
28th September 2007 and are signed on their behalf by: 

 
MR C M MITCHELL (CHAIRMAN) 
 
The Project Income  and Expenditure  shown next is a simple statement of financial comings and 
goings with regard to project work.   The Project Income  is restricted in that it can only be applied 
to those projects for which it was supplied.  Whether the total Income  figure is higher than that for 
Expenditure  varies from year to year.   
For example, Solway Heritage is often asked to hold funds for projects in advance of 
implementation and this can give the appearance of a very positive cashflow.  In other years, large 
projects may draw down substantial funds leading to a negative balance.  Either way, the balance 
between Project Income  and Expenditure  does not directly reflect on the Company viability. 
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Project Income (Restricted)   

 Balance at 
01/04/06 

Incoming 
Resources  

Total  

 £ £ £ 

Community Wildlife Grants Scheme 
Dumfries and Galloway Little Houses 
Improvement Scheme 

52,000 
 

83,320 

- 
 

- 

52,000 
 

83,320 

Landfill Tax Phase 1 
Landfill Tax Phase 2 
Wigtown Townscape Heritage Initiative 
Dumfries and Galloway Environmental 
Resources Centre 
Annan Townscape Heritage Initiative 

318,635 
248,008 

 
(5,849) 

 
6,324 

169,614 

124,699 
242,099 

 
23,295 

 
38,306 
37,856 

443,334 
490,107 

 
17,446 

 
44,630 

207,470 

Fleet Viewing Areas 8,167 - 8,167 

Town Centre Business Environmental 
Programme 

20,579 - 20,579 

Transfer - 2,352 2,352 

Other Restricted Funds 101,471 163,280 264,751 

TOTAL  £1,002,269 £631,887 £1,634,156 

Project Expenditure (Restricted)  
 Total  Outgoing 

Resources  
Balance at 

31/03/07 
 £ £ £ 

Community Wildlife Grants Scheme 
Dumfries and Galloway Little Houses 
Improvement Scheme 

52,000 
 

83,320 

(2,110) 
 

(1,353) 

49,890 
 

81,967 

Landfill Tax Phase 1 
Landfill Tax Phase 2 
Wigtown Townscape Heritage Initiative 
D&G Environmental Resources Centre 
Annan Townscape Heritage Initiative 

443,334 
490,107 

 
17,446 

 
44,630 

207,470 

(184,433) 
(189,718) 

 
(603) 

 
(31,591) 

(207,492) 

258,901 
300,389 

 
16,843 

 
13,039 

(22) 
Fleet Viewing Areas 8,167 (2,054) 6,113 

Town Centre Business Environmental 
Programme 

20,579 (21,442) (863) 

Transfer 2,352 - 0 

Other Restricted Funds 264,751 (191,232) 75,871 

TOTAL 
 

 
 
 

 

£1,634,156 £832,028 £804,480 
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To secure the sustainable use, 
management and enjoyment of the natural 
and man-made heritage, in particular the 
heritage of Dumfries and Galloway  

 

 
Landfill Communities Fund 
 
In 2006-07, Solway Heritage was able to use 
Landfill Tax funds for the benefit of the region by 
working in partnership on projects with a range of 
locally based organisations. 
 
The monies were allocated to eleven projects over 
the year; including such diverse projects as the 
external landscaping for the new DG1 leisure 
centre in Dumfries, a footbridge on a popular 
walking route near Sanquhar, RSPB’s biodiversity 
work at Mersehead Reserve and Woodhouse 
Meadow (being developed by the Dalbeattie 
Community Forest Partnership) - in addition to 
many of the projects highlighted in this Annual 
Report. 

As an Environmental Body, Solway Heritage 
receives Landfill Tax Credits to spend on 
eligible projects.  The Scheme was known as 
the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme but has now 
been re-named ‘the Landfill Communities 
Fund’.  The Regulatory Body is ENTRUST, 
part of HM Revenue and Customs. 

  
 
Shanks Waste Management Ltd now operates 
landfill sites on behalf of Dumfries and 
Galloway Council.  During the year, 
£104,213.40 worth of Landfill Tax Credits was 
transferred by Shanks Waste Management 
Ltd and a further £101,315 was committed to 
projects from the balance of Council credits.  
 

Eco Schools Award Programme 
 
This Programme is now well established in 
Dumfries and Galloway and Solway Heritage 
acted as developer.  
 
Dumfries and Galloway became the first Council in 
Scotland to achieve 100% schools registration in 
the Programme, which only three others have 
since achieved.  The Programme is recognised by 
the Scottish Executive and plays an increasing 
role in curriculum development. 
 
At 78% of Bronze awards and 49% Silver awards, 
Dumfries and Galloway leads both categories and 
mostly by a long way.  The Green Flag situation 
compares well and it is clear that many more 
Green Flags will follow shortly thanks to work 
already carried out. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Council manage the day to day work, 
supported by Solway Heritage, who employ 
the Eco Schools Co-ordinator. 
“This success in Dumfries and Galloway is 
all the more impressive when one 
considers that there are 125 schools in the 
local area, compared to 82, 75 and 35 in 
the other 100% registered areas.” 
 
Quite simply, when it comes to Eco Schools, 
Dumfries and Galloway leads the way in 
Scotland. 
 
The Eco Schools Award Programme is 
currently funded by Dumfries and Galloway 
Council through ‘Determined to Succeed’, 
Nuclear Decommissioning Agency’s Socio-
Economic Fund and Leader+ Programme 
from European Structural Funds. 
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To secure the sustainable use, 
management and enjoyment of the 
natural and man-made heritage, in 
particular the heritage of Dumfries and 
Galloway  

 

 
Events Guidelines 
 
Solway Heritage investigated the information 
available to events organisers wishing to 
reduce the environmental impact of their event.  
In theory, much help is available but in practice 
this can be time-consuming for the hard-
pressed organiser to access.  Solway Heritage 
is therefore developing Events Guidelines to 
make the whole process easier for the 
organisers of events, large and small.   
 
Events make a significant contribution to the 
economy of Dumfries and Galloway but the 
aim is to work towards a sustainable economy 
by keeping the carbon footprint to a minimum.  
Whilst the emphasis is on outside events, the 
principles and most of the information will also 
be applicable to indoor events. 

 
It is anticipated that the Guidelines will be 
available early in 2008. 
 

 
 
The project is funded by the Scottish 
Executive, through the INCREASE 
Programme.  

Sulwath Connections 
 

 

In our 2004-05 Annual Report, we were 
pleased to outline the Sulwath Connections 
Landscape Project and note the achievement 
of a ‘Stage One’ pass for funding from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.  It is excellent to be 
able to report that the Stage Two hurdle has 
also now been successfully negotiated.  In 
addition to general support, the Company 
assisted a number of projects to make the 
necessary progress for this to happen.   
 
Staff worked on the Wood Pasture Project, 
Robert the Bruce Trail, Annan Motte and 
Bailey, Balloch Wood Community Project and 
Conservation of Historic Churchyards.  
Additionally, funding was achieved through the 
Landfill Communities Fund for most of these 
projects and for the RSPB work at Mersehead 
and the Nith Disabled Angling Project.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
The total funding package will be around 
£4million.  Each area of work has its own 
funding package but the lead funders are the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, Scottish Natural 
Heritage and Dumfries and Galloway Council. 
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To conserve and enhance buildings or 
artefacts of architectural or historical 
interest, particularly in Dumfries and 
Galloway  

 

 
Burns Hermitage, Auldgirth 
 
Burns Hermitage is a category B-listed building, 
located in Crow Wood in the grounds of the 
Friars Carse Hotel.  The original Hermitage was 
built in 1786 as a retreat by the then landowner, 
Captain Robert Riddell of Glenriddell.  The 
Hermitage was ‘restored and refaced’ in 1874 by 
Thomas Nelson of Friars Carse.  It is a single 
storey, small, rectangular-plan, gabled structure 
built of red sandstone with a slate roof.  It is 
enclosed by plain cast iron railings.  Burns lived 
at nearby Ellisland Farm, now a Visitor Centre, 
from 1788 to 1791.  He used the Hermitage and 
wrote a poem on one of the windows using a 
diamond. 
 
To bring Burns Hermitage up to an acceptable 
standard, Solway Heritage identified the work, 
co-ordinated the project, raised the finance and 
then managed the contract. 
 

 
 
 
The works included ground levelling and 
drainage, pointing, internal rendering, 
stonework repairs and fence replacement.  The 
footpath leading to the Hermitage has also 
been improved. 
 

 
 
Funding for the project was provided by 
Historic Scotland, the Landfill Communities 
Fund, Dumfries and Galloway Council and the 
Post Office Fellowship of Remembrance 
(owners).   

Environmental and Heritage Volunteer Camp, 
Moniave 
 
A Volunteer Camp held in July 2006 involved 
work carried out by young people from various 
parts of Europe as well as local people. 
 
Part of the project was an archaeological 
excavation of a possible late medieval farm site 
at Martour Hill, Cairnhead. 
 
The farmstead was probably abandoned 1760-
1830.  Turf was stripped back from the walls, 
which were then cleaned and planned.  Removal 
of turf revealed a raised flagged floor and 
probable central drain.  From the finds of pottery 
and glass, it seems that the building may have 
been used informally as an animal pen or shelter 
into the 19th century.  One of the aims was to 
display the foundations for inclusion in 
interpretation linked to the Striding Arches 
project. 

 
 
 
In addition to the excavation, the volunteers re-
built a section of drystane dyke in the area 
adjacent to the first Andy Goldsworthy arch.  A 
two day stone carving workshop gave local 
people the opportunity to learn carving 
techniques and apply the results to themes 
based on the Martour farmstead. 
 
Instructor / supervisors were: 
Archaeology  Andrew Hoaen 
Drystane dyking Jimmy Scott 
Stone carving  Pip Hall 
 
Funds and support for the project came from 
Scottish Natural Heritage, the Robertson Trust, 
Leader+, Cairnhead Community Forest Trust, 
Dumfries and Galloway Arts Association, 
Forestry Commission Scotland, Heritage 
Lottery Fund, and Solway Heritage. 
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To conserve and enhance buildings or 
artefacts of architectural or historical interest, 
particularly in Dumfries and Galloway  

 

 

Cruck Cottage, Torthorwald  
 

In 1990, Solway Heritage agreed to purchase a 
derelict cottage, with a view to restoring it.  This 
was carried out in 1992 and the Cottage has 
since been re-thatched.  A Grade A listed 
building, the Cottage is probably unique in 
Dumfries and Galloway as the last surviving 
complete example of a cruck framed thatched 
cottage – a type of structure commonplace in 
the area until the beginning of the 20th century. 
 
The Cottage has a management group, the 
Cruck Cottage Heritage Association.   As well as 
looking after the Cottage generally, including 
hands on work, the Association organises many 
very successful events to support its activities. 
Cruck Cottage has its own website: 
 

www.cruckcottage.org.uk 

 

 
 

Thanks to the Association and, in particular, 
Trevor and Marcus Howsam who donated the 
goods, the Cottage has now been dressed in 
furniture and items appropriate to its period of 
use.  Thanks are also due to Barony College 
for work on the drystane dyke enclosing the 
garden. 

 
 

Funding for the Cruck Cottage is a partnership 
project between the Cruck Cottage Heritage 
Association and Solway Heritage.  

Erskine Church, Langholm 
 
Erskine Church closed in 1978.  It was then 
used for storage and was bought by Solway 
Heritage in 1995 after a period when it lay 
empty.  The Church is B listed on architectural 
merit and makes a significant contribution to the 
townscape of Langholm as its highest building. 
 
Over the years, many proposals for the building 
have emerged but none progressed.  Solway 
Heritage has implemented a number of repairs 
to the Church but their lifespan is reaching an 
end and now firm action is needed to save this 
fine building.  Thus, Solway Heritage has been 
re-surveying the building’s requirements with a 
view to developing an exit strategy for the 
Erskine Church. 
 
After several false starts, the future for the 
Church looks more promising. 

 
 
The Company is now working with developers 
on a framework agreement whilst an 
acceptable project is developed.   

 
 
Erskine Church is not a funded project, 
although the Architectural Heritage Fund 
supported the cost of an Options Appraisal 
study. 
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To conserve and enhance landscape 
and wildlife resources, particularly in 
Dumfries and Galloway  

 

 

Cally, Gatehouse of Fleet 
 
The grounds at Cally are a significant resource 
for the area and the Gatehouse Development 
Initiative sought funds to create a Management 
Plan in order to conserve remaining features 
and increase the economic benefit the grounds 
contribute to the area. 
 
Designed landscapes are defined as grounds 
laid out for artistic effect and usually contain 
architectural features, gardens, woodland and 
parkland.  They are historic environments and, 
in many ways, the grounds of Cally provide a 
good example of how an 18th century designed 
landscape has evolved yet also survived in 
recognisable form. 
 
Solway Heritage was commissioned to prepare 
the Plan, which was completed in March 2007. 

 
 

 
 
Support for the work was provided by Dumfries 
and Galloway Council, Scottish Natural 
Heritage and Forestry Commission Scotland. 
 
 

Core Paths Network 
 
The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 gives 
everyone new rights of responsible access to 
Scotland’s outdoors.  New duties and 
responsibilities on Dumfries and Galloway 
Council were also introduced, with the 
commitment to produce a Draft Core Path Plan 
to provide a basic framework of paths.  This is 
scheduled for February 2008.  The Plan will 
identify existing paths and links to create a 
framework for the region. 
 
The Core Path Plan is a major, strategic 
undertaking by the Council.  Solway Heritage 
was invited to assist with the community 
consultation section of the exercise. The 
Company led many sessions across Dumfries 
and Galloway.  Access includes walking, 
cycling, horse riding and canoeing on inland 
waters. 

 
 
To assist the Council, a Local Access Forum 
has been set up, representing land managers, 
recreation groups and public bodies.  To keep 
abreast of the work of the Forum and local 
access generally, visit: 

www.dumgal.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 
 

 
 

Dumfries and Galloway Council funded the 
work 
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To conserve and enhance landscape 
and wildlife resources, particularly in 
Dumfries and Galloway  

 

 
Balloch Wood, Creetown 
 
Balloch Wood Community Project, a sub-
committee of the Creetown Initiative, has been 
working on a ‘Source to Sea’ project to improve 
access and interpretation in the local wood.  
This has included upgrade of existing paths, 
new paths, a footbridge, woodland 
management with understorey planting, 
signboards and leaflets.  All carried out with the 
assistance of local contractors and volunteers. 
 
Balloch Wood is also a Sulwath Connections 
project and, to provide a context and guidance 
for the work, Solway Heritage was 
commissioned through Sulwath Connections to 
assist with a vegetation survey and the 
interpretative planning. 

 

 
 
The ‘Source to Sea’ project has received funds 
through the Landfill Communities Fund, the 
Community Wildlife Grant Scheme, Scottish 
Natural Heritage and the Slevin Bequest.  In 
kind support has also been provided by 
Dumfries and Galloway Council and Forestry 
Commission Scotland.  

Nightjars 
 
Developed by Forestry Commission Scotland, 
RSPB, the Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
Nightjar Working Group, Scottish Natural 
Heritage and Solway Heritage, the project is a 
good example of partnership working in 
Dumfries and Galloway. 
 
The nightjar is a ‘red listed’ bird of conservation 
concern, on account of its rapid contraction in 
range over the past 25 years.  It is listed as a 
key species in the UK and a priority species in 
Dumfries and Galloway Biodiversity Action 
Plans.  Given the increased amount of clear fell 
areas for nesting, reasons for the continued 
decline of the species are not known.  The 
project tracked the foraging habits of nightjars 
to assess the significance of proximity to 
nesting areas. 

 
 
New guidance on habitat management for 
nightjars will be produced and, if appropriate, 
this will be made available to landowners with 
potential foraging or nesting sites for nightjars.  
 
“A rota involving 33 fieldworkers resulted in 
a total of 64 nightjar tracking evenings and 
125 nightjar observations...Good forest 
design using the findings of this study as a 
model, will be essential in order to maintain 
and enhance the nightjar population at 
Laurieston and Bennan and in Dumfries and 
Galloway as a whole.” 
 
Solway Heritage co-ordinated and provided 
financial management for a two year project, 
including a successful application to the 
Scottish Executive for funding under the 
Biodiversity Action Grants Scheme. 
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To interpret and encourage informed public access t o the built, 
natural and cultural heritage, particularly of Dumf ries and 
Galloway  

 

 

Geology 
 

Solway Heritage has produced a ‘Geology 
Walk’ leaflet entitled ‘Sun & Sea and 
Geology’, which reveals the story that lies 
behind the rocks on a beach. 
 
In addition to explaining some of the basic 
geology for the area around Castlehill Point, 
the leaflet makes the link between the rocks 
and people’s use of them over the more 
recent millennia. 
 
Dumfries and Galloway has some 200 miles 
of coastline of infinite variety, so the 
possibilities are almost endless. 
 

 
 
 

The leaflet is the first of what is hoped will become a 
series and follows on from the ‘Rock Journey’ leaflet.   
 

 
 
The leaflet was funded by Scottish Natural Heritage 
and the Landfill Communities Fund 

Sulwath Connections Interpretation 
 

A large project like Sulwath Connections has 
common requirements across its range.  
These can provide cohesion, if consistent, 
and guidelines prevent much re-inventing of 
wheels.  Accordingly, interpretation for the 
project, a significant component across the 
board, has the scope to unite and set 
standards.  Working to a commission from 
Dumfries and Galloway Council, Solway 
Heritage and the Dumfries and Galloway 
Arts Association worked in partnership to 
produce a practical guide to interpretation for 
Sulwath Connections. 
 

The result has been to develop a platform to 
involve artists in the various projects to 
encourage more imaginative forms of 
communication. 

 
 
“Interpretation provides a way of communicating 
with people to enable them to look at a place 
differently and to connect with a place or 
landscape emotionally.   
 

Art in public places is changing our view of what 
interpretation is and what it does.  It can create a 
different perspective on our view of heritage and 
enables us to view the everyday environment 
that is very familiar to us with a fresh eye, 
rendering the ordinary extraordinary.” 
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To interpret and encourage informed public access t o the 
built, natural and cultural heritage, particularly of Dumfries 
and Galloway  

 

 
Environment Day 2007 
 
Held in March, in Dumfries, Environment 
Day was again a huge success with 1,950 
visitors recorded (8% up on 2006). 
 
The main theme was ‘A Healthier 
Environment’ and the organisations in the 
hall presented a great variety of 
entertainment, activities, information and 
education.  Again, a refreshing number of 
visitors attended as part of a family group 
and had no environmental affiliations, which 
suggests that the environmental ‘message’ is 
reaching beyond those already converted.  
The success of the free event is largely due 
to the 150+ people needed to run the 52 
stalls, without whose enthusiasm and 
commitment the Day would not attract the 
comment made by one visitor.  

 
“Something of interest for young and old – we 
all had great fun and learnt about eco activities 
in our area.” 

 
Environment Day was organised by Morag Walker 
on behalf of Solway Heritage and funded by 
Scottish Natural Heritage, Dumfries and Galloway 
Council and the Scottish Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

 
Doors Open Days 2006 
 

Doors Open Days 2006 was themed 
“Energy”, and continued the very successful 
development of the event as a celebration of 
the region and its communities.  The number 
of visits recorded for the 2006 event was 
10,021 (against a target of 9,450), a rise of 
17% since 2005.  Total visitor spend was 
£170,288, of which £138,589 was additional 
economic activity for the region (i.e. spend 
by visitors from outwith Dumfries and 
Galloway, whose numbers increased from 
27% to 34%).  
 
“Being free to the visitor and based 
largely on volunteer support, people feel 
welcomed to the region and connected to 
an authentic sense of present day 
community, as well experiencing the 
region’s heritage.” 

 
 

 
Organised and promoted by Solway Heritage in 
Dumfries and Galloway, Doors Open Days takes 
place across Scotland during September as part of 
European Heritage Days. 

 
Funding for 2006 was provided by Dumfries and 
Galloway Council, the Dumfries and Galloway 
Festivals and Events Tourism Challenge Fund, the 
Bank of Scotland, Live Literature Scotland and 
Gaelforce. 
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The Board of Directors appointed to represent the C ompany 
during 2006-07 was:  

 

 

Mr Colin M Mitchell (Chairman) 
Scottish Wildlife Trust 
Mr William B Knox (Vice Chairman) 
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 
Mr Eric C Archibald 
Independent 
Mr Andrew R Campbell CBE 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Prof Russel G Griggs (resigned 30/03/07) 
Scottish Enterprise Dumfries and Galloway 
Mr Robert J Higgins 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Mr Ivor A Hyslop 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Mr Gordon L Mann OBE 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
Mr David J McKie 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Dr Joan Mitchell 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
 

 

Lady Hilary Weir OBE was appointed to the Board on 
30/03/07, as an Independent.  
 
All of the Directors also serve as Trustees for the 
Charity.  
 
Company Secretary   
Mr George MacQuarrie (to 30/09/06) 
Mrs Sheila Adams (from 01/10/06) 
 
Membership of the Company in the financial year 
ended March 2007 was: 
Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Scottish Enterprise Dumfries and Galloway 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 
Scottish Wildlife Trust 
Scottish Civic Trust 
Mr Eric C Archibald 
Lady Hilary Weir OBE 

During 2006-07 the staffing of Solway Heritage was:  

Mr George MacQuarrie 
Project Manager 
 

Mrs Sheila Adams 
Operations Manager 
 

Mr Nic Coombey 
Landscape Architect 
 

Ms Clair McFarlan 
Ecologist 
 

Mr Ian Boyce (until 04/10/06) 
Architect 
 

Miss Emma McGown (until 19/01/07) 
Architectural Technician 
 

Ms Jean Atkin 
Doors Open Days Co-ordinator  (p/t) 
 

Miss Catriona Fitzsimon 
Administrative Assistant 

Mr Michael Leybourne (from 01/01/07) 
Annan THI Project Officer (p/t) 
 

Miss Sarah Louise Turnbull 
Eco Schools Co-ordinator 
 

Mr Mark Pollitt 
DGERC Manager 
 

Miss Rebecca Johnson (until 03/11/06) 
Neighbourhood Nature Watch Project Officer 
 

Miss Lisa Gibson (from 18/12/06) 
Neighbourhood Nature Watch Project Officer 
 

Mr Jamie Dent (until 13/02/07) 
Renewable Energy Officer  
 

Miss Karine Gore (until 19/09/06) 
EVS Placement 
 

Mrs Frances Surphlis 
Administrative Assistant (p/t) 
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How to contact us .... 
 
Write to  Solway Heritage 

Campbell House 
The Crichton 
Bankend Road 
DUMFRIES 
DG1 4ZB 

 
 
Telephone 01387 247543 
 
Fax  01387 247556 
 
Email  admin@solwayheritage.co.uk 
 
Web  www.solwayheritage.co.uk 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


