Hugh MacDiarmid is. the pen name of one of the most
famous Scottish poets, renowned for his work both in
English and in the Scots language, Born in Langhafm on
11 August 1892, Chiistopher
Murray Grieve was brought
up and educated in the
town, where his father was
@ postman, He lived in the
bullding which houses the
Thomas Telford Library and
later aseribed his literary
bent to his youthtul
familiarity with the books
there.

Leaving home in bis teens,
he abandaned teaching fof
3 carcer as a journalist and
this took him all over the United Kingdom. His career was
interrupted by War Service in the Royal Army Medical Carps
in Safonika and France during World War One and in a
Glasgow shipyard during World War Two.

Always a figure of contraversy he at various times joined
and was expelled from the National Party of Scotland and
the Communist Party.

One of the central memarkes of his childhood and recurring
themes of his adulthood was the annual Langholm Commeon
Riding, with the parading of the symbolic thistle having a
special place

Finally settling in Biggar with his second wife Valda,
MacDiarmid died on 9 September 1978 and was buried in
the graveyard in his native Langholm.

Most widely known for the extensive A Diunk Man Looks
at the Thistle', MacDisrmid publistied his first collection
under the title “Annals of the Five Senses”in 1923.
Subsequent callections of his work included ‘Penny Wheen',
Three Hymns fo Lenin' and ‘A Kist of Whisties”.

Many buildings and locations in and around Langholm
have associations with the poet, sither through his life, or
having stimulated or been referred to in his work, This
leafiet aims to provide an insight into the backgratnd
wihich formed the man and influenced fis writings.

I'he MacDiarmid Trail

@ old Library, High Street
MacDiarmid’s mother was the caretaker of the Library and

from 1899 to 1913 the family lived below the books in 8
street level house which has since been completely gutted.
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Poetry by kind permission of C M Grieve and Carcanet Press.

A number of the buildings mentioned on the MacDiarmid Trall
privacy of the owners
at all times.
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0 Langholm Academy, Thomas Telford Road

In 1899, MacDiarmid became a pupll at the primary
department of the Academy, transferring to the secondary
department in 1904, The original Academy building
directly across the road from the modes

Rewace your steps to the
and Henry Street - Bueclow

uncion of Thomas.

a Henry Street

The family lived at No. 5 from 1896-99 The house i still &
private dwelling
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@ George Street
Opposite the Mill, which MacDiarmid always referred to
5 *The Factory* was & row of riverfront houses known as
The Waterside.
There was faur mair fcht and life = 0" a kind = in the houses
along the Waterside than onywhere else in the toon"
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@ Langholm Library, Charles Street

This bullding was ance Langholm Infant School where
MacDiarmid recelved his first education from 1897 to 1899.
Returin 1o High Street, turn right and walk past tha Old
Library o Drove Raad,

@8 Langholm South United Free Church,
Drove Road

MacDiarmid taught at the Sunday school from 1905 1o
1906 in this church, known as the “Toonfit Kirk”. The building
is now St Francis Catholic Church

‘ MacDiarmid’s Grave, Langholm
Cemetery

On 9 September 1378, MocDiarmid died of cancer and was
buried in a simple grava in Langholm Cemetery near his
parents* grave. He lies in Lair E73 under a headstone to
€M Grieve,
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Overlooking the "Muckle Toon' and some of MacDiarmid
favourite countryside, this memarial takes tha form of
olant metal open book. It was designed by sculptor Jake
Harvey,
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